NOBEL AND THE PEACE MOVEMENT
were also of the greatest importance to him and to his company,
he had enough financial sense to take advantage of them. On the
other hand he could not but be sensitive to the incongruousness of
his work with the pacific sentiments to which he had been attracted
since his youth. He endeavoured to soothe his conscience with the
theory that the progress of science would make war impossible.
Subsequent developments in the practical use of poison gas, aerial
warfare, etc., seem indeed to a certain extent to have justified him
in his view, although this line of argument never entirely convinced
him, and when about 1887 he turned his inventive energies to
military purposes, his pacifism became more pronounced. He now
endeavoured 'to achieve his aim by other means.
He had made Bertha von Suttner's acquaintance in 1876, having
advertised for a private secretary. She had answered the advertise-
ment and been engaged, but as she married shortly afterwards she
never actually took up the post. They met again in the winter of
1887, which Frau von Suttner spent in Paris, but they do not
seem to have seen very much of each other, and they did not meet
again until 1892, for the third and last time, at the Peace Congress
in Berne. A short time before, in 1889, she had published her
novel, " Ground Arms/' which attracted a good deal of attention,
and Nobel had written her a charming and amusing letter which
does not however amount to a full endorsement of her ideas. The
letter ends: " It is not for you to cry ' ground arms' since you use
arms yourself—the charm of your style and the greatness of your
ideas; these have a far longer range than the Labels, the Norden-
felts, the de Banges, and all the other infernal implements/*
In September, 1891, Bertha von Suttner had published an eloquent
appeal against wax and armaments in the Neue Freie Presse, and she
received another appreciatory letter from Nobel who this time
wrote in English: " Delighted I am to see that your eloquent
pleading against the horror of horrors, war, has found it? way into

